
Diary 
 
July 2006 
 
Weather 
At last some rain but the “wrong sort”.  Over the month I recorded 63.7mm which is 111% of the July 
average.  The trouble is the bulk of it fell torrentially in two short periods and most ran off into ditches and 
drains without penetrating far into the soil.  The total for the year is now up to 84% of the average for the 
first seven months of the year.  The wettest day was the 5th with just 22.3mm of rain. 
 
For anyone who has been having difficulty getting to sleep over the past month you will not be surprised that 
minimum temperatures were well above average for all of the month with the exception of a couple of days 
around the middle of the month when they were around or just below the average.  The lowest temperature 
recorded (7°C) occurred on the night of the 13th/14th.  Maximum temperatures were above average 
throughout the month with just two days marginally below the average. 
 
Birds 
The hot, dry weather attracted a number of interesting birds to the beds to drink.  During the month brief 
visits were made by a Turtle Dove, Garden Warbler, Lesser Whitethrouat and Blackcap and the return of the 
Kingfisher was noted on several occasions.  Seedeaters especially need water and Goldfinches and Linnets 
were more in evidence.  Swallows, House Martins and Swifts were still around but I guess this id the last 
report for the year which will include mention of the latter. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Goldfinch                                                          Lesser Whitethroat 
 
 
Butterflies 
 
 
Although the hot weather is not to my taste the butterflies 
just love it!  I counted 16 species during the month bringing 
the years total up to 21.  A new species was recorded for the 
site though I am not getting out the champagne as the Essex 
Skipper has probably been around just waiting to be 
identified for many years.  Others of note included Marbled 
White and, on one visit, ten Commas. 
 
 
                                                                                                              Marbled White  



Etc 
Dragonflies continue to frequent the beds with a Brown Hawker the latest to 
join the list.  A couple of mystery insects this month which taxed the 
identification skills of several individuals.  The first was found swimming in 
the bed outside the centre.  Perhaps “swimming” is the wrong word as this 
insect was behaving like a Water Boatman using the meniscus of the water 

to prevent it getting its feet wet.  Not easy 
to photograph this beast! 
 
After failing to find this insect in any of my 
books or on the web I was coming to the 
conclusion that it was probably a nymph 
and so I returned to the beds to see if I 
could find an adult.  Having found one it 
was then fairly straightforward to identify it as a Water Cricket. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Here is another nymph discovered on Ian’s arm as we were trying to identify 
grass species round the top meadow.  Many thanks to Mike Amphlett for 
identifying this one for me as a Squash Bug.   
 
The adult looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also noteworthy is the number of the migrant, day-flying Silver Y moths on the site 
and just about everywhere else in the country. 
 
Obviously a fox or more than one on site as plenty of their droppings around.  Also 
some Owl pellets seen – probably Tawny Owl but it is not easy to be sure from the 
pellets. 


