
Diary 
 
September 2005 
 
Weather 
I really thought, at one time, that we were going to achieve average rainfall for the month but it was not to 
be.  We eventually managed 45mm which is 78% of the September average of 57.8mm.  That means that 8 
of the last 9 months have had below average rainfall.  The total for the year is now just 56% of the average 
for the first nine months of the year.  The wettest day was the 15th with 12.2mm of rain. 
 
Minimum temperatures were well above average for the first half of the month but close to the average 
during the latter half.  The lowest temperature recorded during the month was on the night of the 16/17th 
when the thermometer fell to 0°C.  Maximum temperatures were well above average for most of the month. 
 
Birds 
 
 
A very quiet month for birds with our warblers 
having departed but a few House Martins and 
swallows remained to the end of the month.  It has 
been a very good year for Moorhens and Mallard as 
they seem to be everywhere at the moment.  I hope 
to be reporting some of the winter visitors in next 
month’s diary. 
 
   
 
 
 
Butterflies 
 
Around the middle of the month the Ivy came into flower and insects took full advantage.  The best patches 
in the sun had countless bees, including a Hornet and Red Admiral butterflies in profusion together with 
Commas and my first Painted Lady of the 2005.  On the 16th I counted 12 Red Admirals in the area below 
the road bridge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Etc 
As mentioned above a Hornet was seen buzzing round the flowering Ivy and a Common Darter 
made forays over the lower beds before returning to sun itself on bank side plants.  The hops also 
put on a good display. 
 


